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INSTRUCTIONS

Prepare and conduct a search. Try as much as possible to describe the steps you take to acquaint yourself
with the topic of such a search. Describe how you find and use the necessary information in devising the
search query. Your reasons for NOT including certain aspects may also be of importance. Keep a record
(history) of the search you conduct in the database of your choice. Explain any factors other than the
technical topic that will have an effect on the search. Be as detailed as possible in describing your approach
to the search including devising the search strategy, the choices you make in devising the strategy, the
database syntax you use and what it means, the results you pick.

The majority of the marks will be awarded for the explanation you provide about devising and finalising
your search strategy. Do not stop if you find a seemingly perfect hit, as by finishing early you might not earn
enough marks to pass. There is no perfect set of results.

You can upload multiple files, but please be aware that you cannot upload more than a maximum of 10
Megabytes for all uploaded files in total. Should the total size of all your files exceed this limit, try to
compress the files so that the total of all of the files to be uploaded is under 10 MB (please note zip files
cannot be uploaded). Please make sure that your file is compatible with Word / Excel 2007 up to and
including Office 365. For example, using Open (Libre-)Office there are options to save such a file as e.g.
“Word 2007 — 365 (docx)”. There are similar options in other text processing / spreadsheet programmes.
In the event that you experience difficulty in uploading your files, but only then, you may send them by
email to exam@qpip.org with an explanation of the problem WITHIN the allotted time.

CASE STUDY

Imagine the date is 25th August 2007 and you have just received an email from a company patent attorney
asking for an urgent search for a possible opposition against EP1408776. Unfortunately, the attorney is out
on business and would like to discuss your progress on their return in a week’s time.

Here is the patent family in PatBase:

Title: [EN] NOVEL FOOD PRODUCTS CONTAINING BETAINE

Abstract: Source: US2003017241A [EN] The present invention is directed to food or nutritional products
containing betaine. Also disclosed are methods for lowering the activity of water (Aomega) and retarding microbial
spoilage in an intermediate food or nutritional product, comprising including betaine and a humectant in said food
or nutritional product.

Classifications: Classification Explorer

International (Pc 8-9): A23L1/30 A23L.1/305 A23L.1/308 A23L1/31 (Advanced/Invention)

International (iPC 1-7): A23L.1/0562 A23L.1/30 A23L1/305 A23L1/31 C12H1/10

European: A23L1/30 A23L1/305C A23L1/305D A23L1/308K K23V2/00

US: 426/321 426/321P 426/656 426/804

Publication number Publication date Application number Application date

AT354289 E 20070315 AT20020782478T 20020408
AU2002307197 BB 20061102 AU20020307197 20020408
DE60218313 D1 20070405 DE20026018313 20020408
DK1408776 T3 20070423 DK20020782478T 20020408
EP1408776 Al 20040421 EP20020782478 20020408

EP1408776 A4 20050601 EP20020782478 20020408
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EP1408776 B1 20070221 EP20020782478 20020408

MXPA04000149 A1 20050606 MX2004PA00149 20040107
PT1408776 T 20070531 PT20020782478T 20020408
US2003017241 AA 20030123 US20010897084 20010703
US2003108645 AA 20030612 US20030341114 20030113
US6531171 BB 20030311 US20010897084 20010703
WO03003856 Al 20030116 W02002US11055 20020408

Priority: Priority Map

US20010897084 20010703 WO2002US11055 20020408 US20030341114 20030113

Assignee(s): (std):

LAM DENISE W ; NBTY IMC ; NBTY INC ; ARMAND ANDREE ; NUTRICIA USA INC ; RITTMANIC STEVE ;
VANWINKLE SAMINA

Assignee(s):

NUMICO U INC 6111 BROKEN SOU SA ; NUMICO USA INC ; NUTRICIA U INC 6111 BROKEN SOU SA

Inventor(s): (std):
LAM DENISE W ; RITTMANIC STEVE ; SAMINA VANWINKLE ; ARMAND ANDREE ; VANWINKLE SAMINA
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